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May 29, 2026 

Wenonah Blanchette 
City Administrator 
City of Gaston 
PO Box 129 
Gaston, OR 97119 
wenonahb@cityofgaston.com 

Dear Wenonah: 

Every three years, counties that receive federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
entitlement funds must requalify with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
This letter is part of Washington County’s requalification process for federal fiscal years 2027–2029.  
Gaston has a small number of residents in Yamhill County, however, that county is not large enough to 
be its own entitlement jurisdiction, therefore, Gaston has long participated in Washington County’s 
consortium for CDBG funds. We hope the City will continue to participate in the upcoming three-year 
period. Participation in Washington County’s CDBG program allows all areas of Gaston (including those 
in Yamhill County) to be considered for CDBG projects.  

We are requesting written notice of the City’s decision for the 2027–2029 qualification period. Please 
indicate whether Gaston will remain in the Washington County CDBG consortium or opt out. Send 
your decision by email to: cdbg@washingtoncountyor.gov and jason.t.triplett@hud.gov. Deadline: 
Thursday, July 2. Please reply sooner if possible. If we do not receive a response, Your City will be 
considered to have opted out of participating in Washington County’s consortium. 

If your City chooses to continue participating in the Washington County CDBG program, please note: 

• Your City will not be eligible for State CDBG grants during the qualification period.
• Participation automatically includes your City in the County’s HOME Investment Partnerships

Program and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs. You may still apply for state HOME
and ESG funds, subject to state rules.

• Your City is eligible to participate in Washington County’s Community Development Policy
Advisory Board (PAB).

We have updated our Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to reflect federal changes and consolidate 
prior amendments. The draft IGA has been reviewed by our County Counsel and is currently under 
review by HUD General Counsel. Please have your legal counsel review it and inform us of any requested 
changes. Please wait to consider formal approval of the IGA until we provide any additional HUD 
feedback in late June.  

We ask that Your City approve and execute the IGA by July 31, 2026. 

mailto:wenonahb@cityofgaston.com
mailto:cdbg@washingtoncountyor.gov
mailto:jason.t.triplett@hud.gov


 

Office of Community Development ∙ Washington County 
328 W Main Street, Suite 100, MS 7 ∙ Hillsboro, OR 97123 

phone: 503-846-8814 ∙ fax: 503-846-2882 ∙ TTY: 711 
website: www.washingtoncountyor.gov/commdev 

 

Summary of Key Dates and Next Steps: 

Thursday, June 18 – Deadline for Your City to provide any comments on the draft Intergovernmental 
Agreement (if Your City is participating in Washington County’s CDBG Urban County consortium). 

Thursday, July 2 – Deadline for Your City to respond to Washington County and HUD whether Gaston 
will continue to participate in Washington County’s CDBG Urban County consortium. Please respond 
sooner if possible. If we do not receive a response, Your City will be considered to have opted out of 
participating in Washington County’s consortium. 

Friday, July 31 – Deadline for Your City to approve, execute, and return the IGA to Washington County.  

Please contact me with any questions at 503-460-7215 / Shannon_wilson@washingtoncountyor.gov.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Shannon Wilson  
Program Manager 
 
 
CC: Mayor, Bill Martin 
 

mailto:Shannon_wilson@washingtoncountyor.gov

